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Welcome to the 3rd Installment of UNDER THE RADAR! Yes it's 
incredibly late! But even if you can't use it for preorders, it is still 
essential for taking into your LCS (Local Comic Store) and 
badgering them brutally with, till you get the books you want. : )  

As always thanks everyone for the great comments about, and 
support for, the first couple installments! For newcomers 
UNDER THE RADAR is about 3 simple things:  

1/ helping readers by introducing them to what I consider interesting books, that 
might otherwise go unnoticed 
2/ helping Independent publishers I think are producing notable work, get 
attention for that work 
3/ Helping retailers, who are incredibly busy, find books that might otherwise fall 
under their radar.   

That s it in a nutshell, gals and guys. I like to read good comics, and I found 
myself as guilty as everyone else about complaining about mainstream 
comics, and event comics, etc. And rather than continue on that dead-end 
train, I decided to actually see what else was out there. Was it time to give 
up on comics, or were there actually people out there still producing great 
books?  

I found through an exhaustive search through PREVIEWS (the magazine 
used to preorder comics) that the answer to that question was an 
impressive yes!  

When you dig beyond the hoopla, and the spandex crowd there 
are great books out there.   

But people are busy. So UNDER THE RADAR is about doing 
some of the work for you (it takes about 3 days to get an 
installment done), by providing you one biased fan s opinion, of 
books worth your time.        



  
So without further ado here is a list of books you should run in your comic 
store today and put in a preorder for (And yes I know you can get larger 
discounts online, but you need to support your local comic store. Especially when 
you have a great one. Buy online sure, but also give business to your LCS. Just 
as I don't think digital comics are a substitute for tactile comics, I don't think 
online retailers are a substitute for a good brick and mortar book/comic 
bookstore.).  

And one caveat, the books listed are largely independents, the big two don't need 
your preorders, as much as the Independents do.   

I guarantee you; your store will stock a copy of JSA and DAREDEVIL without you 
preordering it. :) . So support the Independents by preordering.    

MARVEL

  

$0.25 (save $0.00) DAILY BUGLE NOVEMBER 
NEW FROM MARVEL! The "MONTHLY" DAILY BUGLE In the tradition of the recent Civil War 
Daily Bugle and the Pulse House of M, Marvel is pleased to offer a monthly Daily Bugle. Chock 
full of interviews, solicits, a monthly checklist of on-sale titles, updated images, variant covers, all 
the info you need about Marvel Comics! This is a must for all True Believers; so pick one up 
before J. Jonah Jameson blows his lid! DAILY BUGLE NOVEMBER NEWSPAPER 8 
PGS./RATED T+ At 25cents it's hard to go wrong with this curio, especially if it turns out to 
be tabloid size.. which is doubtful  

$16.99 ESSENTIAL MOON KNIGHT VOL 2 TP  

Written by DOUG MOENCH, JACK C. HARRIS, STEVEN GRANT, ALAN ZELENETZ & DENNY O'NEIL Penciled by BILL 
SIENKIEWICZ, DENYS COWAN, DON PERLIN, VICENTE ALCAZAR, JIMMY JAMES, GREG LAROCQUE, KEITH 
POLLARD, ELIOT R. BROWN, FRANK MILLER, JOE BROZOWSKI & KEVIN NOWLAN Cover by BILL SIENKIEWICZ 
Black Spectre, Stained Glass Scarlet, the White Crusader, all pale before the light of the Moon Knight! Collecting MOON 
KNIGHT #11-30. 608 PGS./Rated T+ ...$16.99. It's very rarely I would recommend preordering a trade, 
you can always pick up a trade, but MOON KNIGHT is absolutely one of my favorite runs, 
and this is a TREMENDOUS deal. These stories from the early 80s by Doug Moench and 
Bill Sienkiewicz are phenomenal, and still stand out as some of the best stuff Marvel has 
done. This is comics writing that is mature, while not being salacious; fun without being 
foolish, and can still trump anything mainstream Marvel is currently putting out. A brilliant 
run.  



 

$19.99 FANTASTIC FOUR NEW FANTASTIC FOUR PREM HC  

Written by DWAYNE MCDUFFIE Penciled by PAUL PELLLETIER Cover by MICHAEL TURNER 
In the aftermath of Civil War comes RECONSTRUCTION, the beginning of a stunning new era of 
fantastic adventure. The team has been rocked to its foundations by the controversial events of 
the last several months. Now Reed and Sue have announced their plans to take some time off to 
work out their marital problems, leaving Ben and Johnny to hold the fort. But they won't be doing 
it shorthanded. Two new members join the team and you won't believe who they are! Collecting 
FANTASTIC FOUR #544-550. 168 PGS./Rated A ...$19.99. Dwayne McDuffie is one of the few 
people who could get me to cough up money for a Marvel Hardcover. This is a buy!  

$2.99 FANTASTIC FOUR #551- And I also have to recommend Dwayne McDuffie's last few 
issues, which I don't think will be getting collected into a trade.   

$2.99 OMEGA UNKNOWN #1  

Written by JONATHAN LETHEM with KARL RUSNAK Art by FAREL DALRYMPLE & PAUL 
HORNSCHEMEIER The story of a mute, reluctant superhero from another planet, and the earthly 
teenager with whom he shares a strange destiny -- and the legion of robots and nanoviruses that 
have been sent from afar to hunt the two of them down. Created in 1975 by Steve Gerber and 
Mary Skrenes, the original Omega The Unknown lasted only ten issues but was a legend to those 
who recall it -- an ahead-of-its-time tale of an anti-hero, inflected with brilliant ambiguity. One of 
Omega's teenage fans was award-winning novelist Jonathan Lethem, who has used the original 
as a springboard for a superbly strange, funny, and moving graphic novel in ten chapters. 32 
PGS./Rated T+...$2.99. This looks like a very unmarvel like comic. And that's a compliment; 
this actually looks like it could be fun. No Penance, or World War Bulks, or superheroics 
as crossover bowel movement, but just a continuation of a character I loved. We'll see.  



$2.99 CRIMINAL #10  

Written by ED BRUBAKER Art and Wraparound cover by SEAN PHILLIPS THE BIG HEIST 
GOES DOWN ON CHRISTMAS EVE, AND BULLETS ARE FLYING! Tracy finally comes to the 
end of the line in his search for answers, but will he want them by then? Or has his entry back 
into the life his brother led changed who he is? And what about the hitmen on his trail? He'll have 
to deal with that, too. The action-packed FINALE of the second Criminal arc from award-winning 
creators Ed Brubaker and Sean Phillips. And every issue of Criminal is packed from cover to 
cover with content, from back-up stories to noir articles by Brubaker and many other big-name 
writers, so wise up and buy the single issues! 32PGS/Mature Content/No Ads... $2.99. From 
Marvel's Icon Creator Owned Imprint, Ed Brubaker's CRIMINAL is one of the best comics 
currently being published.     

DC

  

DC stumbled some this month, as (much like Marvel) almost every title they had was about 
"bloody" this, or "grim" that, or "serial killer" this. It's just so pathetic. There is an inbred 
quality to the work coming out of MARVEL and DC, where 8 or 10 writers are responsible 
for 80 titles. It's all so rote, and cookie cutter. Here are the titles however, that sound like 
they may be diamonds in a sea of coal.  

DC COMICS (DC UNIVERSE)  

$1.95 (save $1.04) CHECKMATE #19  



$5.99 DC INFINITE HALLOWEEN SPECIAL #1   

$2.99 JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA #14- Dwayne McDuffie and JLA. 
Nuff said.  

$2.99 JUSTICE SOCIETY OF AMERICA #10- Alex Ross and Kingdom 
Come revisited. Nuff said.              

$16.99 SHOWCASE SECRET SOCIETY OF SUPER VILLAINS VOL 1 TP  

Written by various Art by various The greatest villains of the DC Universe 
unite in this volume collecting tales from the 1970s. Brought together an 
unknown benefactor, the Secret Society includes such deadly members as 
Gorilla Grodd, Captain Boomerang, Mirror Master, Sinestro, Star Sapphire 
and many others. Featuring appearances by Hawkman, Green Lantern and 
other heroes! Advance-solicited; on sale November 28 * 520 pg, B&W, 
$16.99 US- This says Volume 1, but at 520 pages, I'm pretty sure 
that's the complete 16 issue run. I loved this series when I was a kid, 
and own all the issues. I think this series, unlike say Jonah Hex or 
House of Mystery, loses something without color. But if you can't 
afford the original issues, then go for it. 



 
$1.95 (save $1.04) SPIRIT #11  

$1.95 (save $1.04) HELLBLAZER #237- This is part 4 of a 4 part storyline. 
So get the first three parts as well. Andy Diggle is a great writer, his work on 
GAMEKEEPER being must read stuff. No one has been able to write this character well, 
since Warren Ellis, but if anyone can it's Andy Diggle.  

$2.99 VINYL UNDERGROUND #1  

Written by Si Spencer Art by Simon Gane & Cameron Stewart Cover by Sean Phillips Noted 
British television writer Si Spencer (Eastenders, Torchwood, Bad Girls) presents a sharp, 
unforgettable cadence in THE VINYL UNDERGROUND, a 21st century cross between THE 
INVISIBLES and CSI that brings rich social and political context to the dark, glittering cesspool 
that is London. Spencer is joined by indie creator/penciller Simon Gane (Paris, Punk Strips) and 
Eisner-nominated artist Cameron Stewart (the Other Side, SeaGuy) with bold, captivating covers 
by by Sean Phillips (The Invisibles, Criminal). In this fast-paced, ultra-cool ongoing crime-noir 
series, an unlikely quartet of occult detectives secretly solve crimes - from DJ crack bars in 
Camden to the elegant, high-society ballrooms that make up modern London. The Vinyl 
Underground is led by Morrison Shepherd, a D-list celebrity darling, soul DJ, and son of an ex-
footballer. Fresh out of prison and off a nasty coke habit, Morrison is joined by a fellow ex-con 
named Perv, whose seizures give him clues to crimes long before the cops, and Leah, a 
gorgeous morgue assistant who leads a double life online and represents the brawn of the team. 
Morrison's ex-flame Abi is reluctantly forced to join the team when her father is implicated for 
murder. A young boy's head (with diamonds in the eye sockets) washes up on the edge of the 
Thames and seems to be connected to a series of ritual killings, a drug called Khat, and Muti 
magic. Can they get to the bottom of it? On sale October 3 * 32 pg, FC, $2.99 US * MATURE 
READERS- I don't know, sounds intriguing. But also, by its own description, sounds very 
derivative of other things. But willing to give it a try.   

DC COMICS (WILDSTORM)  

$1.95 (save $1.04) HIGHWAYMEN #5 



     
IMAGE

  
Image is the champ this month, sporting the most books that caught my eye. They are:  

  

BAD PLANET 5-I loved the first issue of this that came out over a year ago. So looking 
forward to the continuation of this series!      

CASANOVA 10   

ELEPHANTMEN WARTOYS 3      DEATH DEALER #6 
A couple of expensive $4 book. Both are honorable mentions.  



  

YES! FELL #10 is Out!! A great book! And the best buy on the market.    

GUTSVILLE #6- I actually have read the first issue of this series, 
absolutely a great, rich read, about a civilization that lives inside a whale. Highly, Highly 
recommended!    

MADMAN ATOMIC COMICS #6- Having appreciated the experiment that was 
issue #3. I'm still not sure what this series is about, but still intrigued 
enough to give it a little more rope.     

Honorable mention:  SPAWN 175  



SPECIAL FORCES #3-Gotta love that cover! I had the chance 
to speak to Mr. Baker regarding this book, which is a takeoff on the idea of a 
desperate military pressing into service less than the best, or the most physically 
or mentally fit. He was very enthused about the project, and just having finished 
his excellent THE BAKERS HC, so am I. This was the first thing on my list!   

APE ENTERTAINMENT   

$16.95 HORRORWOOD VOL 1 TP  

by Brandon Terrell & Brent Schoonover Hollywood. The 1950s... A glittering world of hopes and 
dreams, where shadows hide dangerous secrets and evil men. Horrorwood, Ape Entertainment's 
critically acclaimed suspense story, premieres in trade format! Discover why people are saying, 
"If Alfred Hitchcock wrote comics... this is what his books would look like." Also available is the 
Horrorwood Director's Cut Edition, containing all 4 issues of the original series along with a 
companion DVD made by the series creators, and including special features such as bonus 
material and also full-length horror films that inspired the series. REGULAR - SC, 7x10, 112pgs, 
FC SRP: $16.95 DIRECTOR'S CUT - pack (tpb & dvd), SC, 7x10, 112pgs, FC SRP: $24.95- Well 
the Director's cut sounds interesting.          



ARCANA STUDIOS  

$9.95 DARK HORRORS ANTHOLOGY VOL 2 GN  

by Various The most horrific stories ever assembled come together under an anthology like only 
Arcana could put together. This monster read will show you... remind you... why you are scared of 
the dark! Arcana has scheduled the sequel to its fan-favorite independent anthology to happen 
just in time with Halloween, and will be in stores for a spooktacular treat! MATURE THEMES SC, 
120pgs, B&W SRP: $9.95- Sounds worth a look.    

BROADSWORD COMICS  

$2.95 TAROT WITCH OF THE BLACK ROSE #27  

by Jim Balent The Goblin Queen. Tarot fans who love her darker sister, Raven Hex, will delight in 
this issue that features the bewitching beauty. The Goblins throw a party for Raven Hex, and this 
year it's wild! While Raven finds herself in the most dangerous part of the Enchanted Realm, 
trying to save a love sick Goblin from certain death, Tarot is left behind and becomes the prime 
target of all Goblin mischief! Also available as a Signed edition, including a Certificate of 
Authenticity signed by Jim Balent. MATURE THEMES REGULAR EDITION - 32pgs, FC SRP: 
$2.95    

GUARDIAN LINE- I am typically not a fan of gimmicks, but I like how each month's 
covers from this company, piece together to form one large image.  



 

$2.25 (save $0.74) CODE #5 
by Kindzierski & Freeman Code takes Denzel, a lost soul, under his wing to save him from the 
gang war that Baal is stirring up on the mean streets of New Hope City. Trouble is, Denzel is in 
business with both of the bad guys. All bets are off as Code stands against enemies; new, old 
and murderous around every corner! 24pgs, FC SRP: $2.99  

$2.99 GENESIS FIVE #5  

by McCarthy & St. Aubin Steven Dark and his demonic cronies are behind a series of burglaries 
involving ancient artifacts of great power and evil. Luckily, Jason and Jericho, two angels on 
Earth pretending to be ordinary teenagers, have decided that since they can't reveal their true 
identities, they'll create secret identities, just like in the movies - as masked crime-fighters! But 
can New Hope City's newest "super-heroes" defeat the CEO of evil in time to thwart Steven 
Dark's sinister schemes? 24pgs, FC SRP: $2.99   

$2.99 JOE & MAX #5  

by Medley & St. Aubin Sharon and Joe are forced to be nice to each other at a church function, 
and Max is caught in the middle! Sibling rivalry has never been like this! Meet the new villain Mr. 
Smart and prepare for a surprise at the end! 24pgs, FC SRP: $2.99  



$2.99 SEEKERS #4  

by Kevin McCarthy Jesse and Brooklyn are joined by Josie Gates and her robot, John 316, in a 
race to save Josie's father from the evil clutches of Steven Dark and his hellish henchman 
Ravenous! Jesse must travel to the distant past and enlist the aid of the mysterious Grio, whose 
miraculous Staff of Wonders might be the only thing standing between New Hope City and utter 
destruction! But with his mp3 player low on batteries, has Jesse finally run out of time? 24pgs, FC 
SRP: $2.99     

VARIOUS INDEPENDENTS

    

$5.99 NEGATIVE BURN #15 by Desperado Publishing  

by Various The Eagle, Eisner, and Harvey Award nominated anthology returns this month with 
yet another issue packed with today's top creators and tomorrow's brightest talents. MATURE 
THEMES 64pgs, B&W SRP: $5.99- Consistently a must buy.         



 

$3.99 THIRTEEN STEPS #3 from DESPERADO PUBLISHING  

by Hester, Satterlee & Mellon Justin is a werewolf who knows he has a problem, and so he joins 
a support group for monsters like himself. But between militant "werewolf pride" movements, a 
vampiric sponsor, a succubus ex-girlfriend, and a killer pimp, will Justin survive long enough to 
work the program? From the imagination of writer Phil Hester (The Darkness)! MATURE 
THEMES 40pgs, B&W SRP: $3.99- A werewolf story, and two great writers and an 
artist, what's not to like!   

$14.95 AWESOME INDIE SPINNER RACK ANTHOLOGY VOL 1 TP  

by Various Fan-favorite podcast Indie Spinner Rack presents an awesome benefit anthology 
showcase of all-new works from a who's-who of indie comics brightest stars including Al 
Columbia, Renee French, Nick Bertozzi, Bernie Mierault, Raina Telgemeier, Steve Hamaker, 
Dave Roman, Josh Cotter, Kazimir Strzepek, Liz Prince, Neil Swaab, Robert Goodin, Matt Kindt, 
Roger Langridge, Sam Hiti, Gb Tran, Jamie Tanner, Alec Longstreth, and more, all wrapped up in 
a twisted Jon Adams cover. Plus, the debut episode of the next Evil Twin series Comic Book 
Comics by Fred Van Lente and Ryan Dunlavey. All profits will be split between the Indie Spinner 
Rack podcast and a student scholarship for the Center Of Cartoon Studies. SC, 6x9, 208pgs, 
B&W SRP: $14.95      



 

$3.50 ARCHAIC #10 by FENICKX PRODUCTIONS  

by James Abrams & Brett Marting A young girl asks spiders to guide her friends to the Techno-
church where she is being held. Witness multiple stabbings, a face-shot, the impalement of the 
last of the Elves, and a neck-breaking tumble down a flight of stairs. And there are zombies, too! 
24pgs, FC SRP: $3.50- Something about this one continues to command my attention.    

$2.50 THE SUPER NATURALS #1 by JAM PACKED PRODUCTIONS  

by Toney Tapia & Jamie Biggs Welcome to the world of The New Mankind, a world which many 
years ago humanity called home. Once, Earth was populated by normal humans without 
superhuman powers. Once, humanity sought peace, but now humanity seeks only war. Can a 
prodigy bring about a change in the course of all mankind? FC SRP: $2.50- A combination of 
the premise and the art and the price point, has me interested in this one. Though it looks 
like it was originally solicited over a year ago. So we'll see if it ships.     

$16.95 SHINY BEASTS GN from KING HELL  

by Veitch, Bissette, & Moore Another spell-binding showcase of Rick Veitch's innovative Epic 



Magazine stories that seared the minds of a generation of Marvelites. These nine fully-painted 
fantasy shorts create unimagined worlds that entertain, enlighten, shock, and horrify. Completely 
remastered from the original art, this deluxe companion volume to Abraxas and The Earthman 
also includes: "Love Doesn't Last Forever" (written by Alan Moore) and "Monkey See" (with S.R. 
Bissette). (FEB073614) MATURE THEMES SC, 10x8, 84pgs, FC SRP: $16.95- I'm a huge Rick 
Veith fan. I think his creator owned KING HELL work such as RARE BIT FIENDS, BRAT 
PACK, and especially MAXIMORTAL is fantastic work, that has been completely 
overlooked. I would put his MAXIMORTAL right up there with WATCHMEN. So yeah this 
one is a buy.  

$1.99 KONG KING OF SKULL ISLAND #0 from MARKOSIA STUDIOS  

by Satterlee, O'Connor, Johnson & Cipriano The 75th anniversary of King Kong kicks off here! 
What happened after the Kong's fall from the Empire State Building? Where did the body go? 
What happened to Carl Denham? What is Kong's relevance to the mysterious Skull Island? 
Where did the wall come from and what is it there for? All these questions and more are 
answered in this prequel/sequel based on the book by Joe DeVito. Includes a preview of the first 
issue. (C: 0-1-2) 20pgs, FC SRP: $1.99- Another great premise, at a great price point... this 
goes into my BUY pile.   

$5.50 MOONSTONE NOIR MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER  

by Gentile, Von Eeden, Wolak, & Calero Moonstone continues its new line of crime books with a 
(all-new original) classic! Moonstone shines it's dark glow on the old time radio drama "the 
Mysterious Traveler", and offers up a new "phase" on a creepy classic! On a midnight train to 
nowhere, a man needs to hear your story. He's a mysterious traveler and where you're headed is 
the mystery he's destined to solve. On this ride, sit with a man who burned with an intense desire 
for a beautiful woman, and was willing to do whatever it took to fulfill that need. Like putting out a 
fire with gasoline, it just makes things worse. Cool grayscale tones by The Phantom's Ken Wolak! 
Penciled by Batman's Trevor Von Eeden! Squarebound. (STAR17946) MATURE THEMES SC, 
7x10, 48pgs, B&W SRP: $5.50- Moonstone continues to be one of those companies that 
flies under the radar with a relatively high pricepoint, but they continue to put out 
interesting sounding projects. 



   
$2.97 (save $0.98) TALES FROM THE CRYPT #3 by PAPERCUTZ 
by Various The premier pulse-pounding horror comic returns with all-new petrifying, picto-fiction 
parodies of today's pop culture introduced by the Crypt-Keeper, the Old Witch, and the Vault-
Keeper! "A Murderin' Idol" by Mort Todd and Steve Mannion reveals shocking secrets behind the 
top-rated TV talent contest and discover how far someone will go to win it all! "Slabbed!" by 
Stefan Petrucha and Don Hudson takes a look at the dark side of comics collecting when Derrick 
tries to sell his stolen comic to a dealer, he finds out what comics are really worth, and it's not 
anything listed in the Overstreet Price Guide! 48pgs, FC SRP: $3.95- I flipped through the first 
issue of this, which didn't grab me. But I heard later issues, are less parody and more 
horror, so we'll see. I'd be interested to know what Russ Cochran thinks of these guys. 
Does he love the new books, hate'em, no opinion? Maybe that's an interview for an 
upcoming UNDER THE RADAR. :)  

$12.95 GODDESS OF WAR #1 by PICTUREBOX  

by Laura Weinstein Lauren Weinstein's follow up to her critically and commercially successful 
graphic novel, Girl Stories. Goddess of War traces the life of the title character, from her majestic 
beginnings as the best Valkyrie and the great granddaughter of Thor, to her present position as 
the Goddess. But she's bored of determining the outcome for all wars on earth. So she leaves her 
isolated planet of vampires, wolves and volcanoes to visit Earth, where she quits her job being a 
Goddess to be with her lover, the Apache Chief. This angers her boss, the king of the Gods, and 
he decides to exact vengeance upon them. Will he succeed in punishing them or will the lovers 
escape the hand of fate? Goddess of War is based on the character that Weinstein plays in her 
rock band, Flaming Fire. The story will be told in deluxe, oversized format with both pen and ink 
and etchings. MATURE THEMES SC, 11x17, 32pgs, PC (1 of 4) SRP: $12.95.- I'm interested in 
this if only for the format and to see how it looks. 11 by 17, that's newspaper size. 
Intriguing experiment.  

$24.95 STOREYVILLE GN by PICTUREBOX  

by Frank Santoro Introduction by Chris Ware! A perfect match of form and content, Storeyville 



was originally published in 1995 as a 40 page tabloid newspaper printed muted tones ranging 
from sandy yellow to a deep sepia. It follows the arc of a youthful adventure at the dawn of the 
20th century. Will, a young man stuck in the industrial Pittsburgh of way-back-when is rarin' to go, 
though he's not sure where to, until he learns that his former mentor/partner/best-friend, the 
Reverend Rudy, has been sighted in Montreal, and then he's off! Will's adventure leads across 
exotic land and to an epiphany about life itself. All of this is told with humor, pathos and a gentle 
graphic flair for cityscapes, landscapes and seascapes. HC, 11x17, 48pgs, FC SRP: $24.95- Yet 
another tabloid sized comic, this time hardcover. Aw man, these guys are trying to make 
me broke. I'm a huge fan of the tabloid format, owning all the Ross/Dini collaborations. But 
even still this price is pushing it.  

$0.25 ATLANTIS RISING #1 from PLATINUM STUDIOS  

by Scott Brown & Tim Irwin After more than a thousand years of peaceful co-existence, Atlantis 
and the surface world are on the brink of war, with the fate of both civilizations hanging in the 
balance. This issue begins the war that will decide the fate of all humanity and Atlanteans. 32pgs, 
FC SRP: $0.25- Yeah, a 25cent comi book, I'm really going to pass that up. This is a buy.  

$2.99 GHOSTING #3 from PLATINUM STUDIOS  

by Fred Van Lente & Charles Carvalho It isn't easy being a pledge. Warren has been committed 
to a psych ward after his run in with Ghoster, and his warning that the ghost has come back to kill 
all the Omegas and Epsilons - and he might be right! One of our four heroes will meet their 
untimely demise, while two of the others might have found love. Ain't life strange! 32pgs, FC 
SRP: $2.99- Piques my curiosity. And nice cover.    



$2.95 ABYSS #1 by RED 5 COMICS  

by Rubio, Marangon & Schley The world's greater super-villain, Abyss, has been killed... and 
that's the start of the story? Comedic, dysfunctional and heroic adventures begin when oblivious 
billionaire heir Eric Hoffman inherits his father's fortune, killer robot, and infamous legacy. Written 
by the creator of the Star Wars web phenomenon parody film TROOPS! 32pgs, FC (1 of 4) SRP: 
$2.95- The cover makes me chuckle.  

 $2.95 NEOZOIC #1 b RED 5 COMICS  

by Ens & Korim In a gritty sci-fi fantasy world where dinosaurs did not become extinct, humanity 
lives under the constant threat of giant predators. Protege hunter Lilli Murko faces off against a 
deadly carnivore while her Donti Squad discovers a strange new reptilian threat to their city. 
32pgs, FC SRP: $2.95- Intriguing. If the interior art is as good as the cover art, this may be 
a keeper.   

$2.95 AMELIA RULES #19 by RENAISSANCE PRESS  

by Jimmy Gownley Amelia McBride gets to learn about her family history, but this isn't just any 
lesson in genealogy. This spectacular overview of the 20th Century is brilliantly illustrated in 
multiple styles that reflect the most popular comics on the last 100 years. A must-have for not 



only Amelia Rules! fans, but fans of classic comic strips and groundbreaking storytelling. Plus, a 
mind-blowing conclusion which must be seen to believed! 32pgs, FC SRP: $2.95- I had picked 
up a FCBD issue of AMELIA RULES a while back and really enjoyed it, but haven't read 
any issues since. This issue that stylistically sounds inspired by Allred's MADMAN #3 
sounds like a good jumping on point.  

$2.99 NEXUS #102 SPACE OPERA ACT 4 OF 4 by RUDE DUDE  

by Mike Baron & Steve Rude SPACE OPERA Act 4 (OF 4) - "A Death in the Family." Ylum stand 
isolated and condemned by the United Web as the greatest invasion force in history draws near. 
In the most shocking episode in Nexus history, Sundra defends her child from a merciless foe, a 
foe who was once Sundra's best friend! Nexus must choose between saving his planet and 
suffering universal condemnation or obeying the will of the web. This issue will pummel you with 
anxiety fits, too weak to even call 911! Also available in a signed and numbered edition! #102 - 
7x10, 32pgs, FC MSRP: $2.99- Always on my Buy List!  

$3.00 TALES TO DEMOLISH #3 from SPARKPLUG COMIC  

by Eric Haven Dark, dorkish humor that undermines the expectations of certain familiar genres! 
The lead story, "Mammalogy", begins during the time of the dinosaurs, then catapults forward to 
the present day where we learn about the ancient war between reptiles and mammals. The next 
bizarre western tale (almost wordless) is called "The Gunslinger," followed by several strange, 
shorter pieces. The entire comic is drawn in an uncluttered yet highly-detailed style, and each 
panel is charged with quiet, intense drama. MATURE THEMES SC, 24pgs, FC SRP: $3.00- I 
haven't yet received the first issue of this series, so I'm not sure if it lives up to the 
description. But sounds like fun.  



$15.00 BOOKHUNTER GN from SPARKPLUG COMIC  

by Jason Shiga The year is 1973. A priceless book has been stolen from the Oakland Public 
Library. A crack team of Bookhunters (a.k.a. library police) have less than three days to recover 
the stolen item. It's a race against the clock as our heroes use every tool in their arsenal of library 
equipment to find the book and the mastermind who stole it. Will the detectives catch this 
scoundrel? MATURE THEMES SC, 7x10, 144pgs, PC SRP: $15.00- A combination of that 
premise and that cover made me chuckle. Worth a look.  

$3.50 OMEGA CHASE VOL 1 #2 from TH3RD WORLD STUDIOS  

by Keith Dallas & Julio Molina-Muscara A horde of zombie gunslingers swarms an old west town, 
and Sheriff Mack Baron is the only lawman willing to put up a fight. The townsfolk don't have faith 
in him and the living dead, armed with pistols, just want to kill him. Plagued by distant memories 
of the future, it's a bad time to be Mack Baron. Join Mack and Th3rd World Studios as Mack tries 
to unravel the mystery of his existence. 32pgs, FC (2 of 4) SRP: $3.50- Nice synopsis.      

BOOKS

   

$29.95 BORIS VALLEJO & JULIE BELL IMAGINISTIX HC  

by Boris Vallejo & Julie Bell Named after their website, Boris Vallejo and Julie Bell: Imaginistix 



brings together a collection of brand-new pieces from these legends in the world of fantasy art - 
work commissioned for magazine publishers, advertising agencies, film production, and other 
clients. (120/0-06-113846-0) (C: 0-1-2) HC, 9x11, 192pgs, FC SRP: $29.95  

$19.95 HEROES OF THE NEGRO LEAGUES HC  

by Jack Morelli; illustrated by Mark Chiarello First published as trading cards in 1990, these out-
of-print watercolor images by award-winning artist Mark Chiarello are now collected for the first 
time in book form, along with incisive text by Jack Morelli and 39 brand-new images created 
especially for this book, including portraits of Satchel Paige, Hank Aaron, and Jackie Robinson. 
(7/0-8109-9434-8) (C: 0-1-2) HC, 6x8, 128pgs, FC SRP: $19.95  

$29.95 SPECTRUM 14 TP  

edited by Cathy & Arnie Fenner The increasing popularity of fantasy and science fiction themes in 
art is visualized and celebrated in the sumptuous Spectrum series. Drawn from work created for 
books, comics, magazines, art galleries, advertisements and the portfolios of some of the finest 
fantasy artists working today, the illustrations in this collection extend the boundaries of the 
imagination and explore new realms of creativity. Spectrum 14 has a wider reach than any 
previous volume, with nearly 350 pieces by creators spanning the globe, including works from 
Germany, England, the Netherlands, Korea, Australia, Japan, Canada, and France, in addition to 
those of American artists. (570) (C: 0-1-2) SOFTCOVER (1-59929-007-3) - SC, 9x12, 208pgs, FC 
SRP: $29.95 HARDCOVER (1-59929-006-5) - HC, 9x12, 224pgs, FC SRP: $39.95  

$39.95 SPECTRUM PRESENTS COMIC ART OF FRANK FRAZETTA HC  



Frank Frazetta's creative skill has been showcased in dozens of volumes of published work, but 
never before have his seminal comic book stories been collected into a retrospective volume. 
Whether thrilling, frightening, heartbreaking, or funny, the one constant in Frazetta's all-too-brief 
career in comics was that they were gorgeously drawn. Offering a rare glimpse of the master's 
creative process, The Comic Art of Frank Frazetta includes Thun'da, the only full-length comic 
Frazetta ever illustrated, all of his romance stories, and the last story he drew before embarking 
on a painting career. (570) (C: 0-1-2) HARDCOVER - HC, 7x9, 128pgs, PC SRP: $39.95 
DELUXE HARDCOVER - HC, 7x9, 128pgs, PC SRP: $39.95   

$50.00 PHOTO JOURNAL GUIDE TO MARVEL COMICS VOL 3 & 4 SET  

by Ernie Gerber Ernie Gerber's fantastic photo-journals are a serious collector's dream come 
true, and they're also the best visual reference available on comics! The Photo-Journal Guide to 
Marvel Comics Volume 3 is a 11" x 14" hardcover book that illustrates the lavish history of Marvel 
Comics by showing reproductions of each comic book cover in full color! Volume 4 features all 
Marvel releases, including covers and stories from 1961 - the beginning of Marvel's heyday - 
through the late '70s (as well as some '80s material), from Amazing Fantasy #15 to Giant Size X-
Men #1! (STAR18847) HC, 10x14, FC SRP: $50.00- Nice to see this is back in print!  

$22.95 BROMS DEVILS ROSE HC  

by Brom From the creator of the celebrated Plucker comes a frightening glimpse into hell and the 
afterlife. Escapees from the fiery underworld fill the richly illustrated pages of this novel set in 
modern-day Texas. They terrify and slay the living while trying to elude the guards who have 
been sent to round them up. Cole, one of the undead, has been sent to reclaim these souls in 
flight and return them to the fiery depths. But one escaped soul is not like the others: Rath, who in 
fact wants to return to hell. But why? It has to do with a woman named Rose, and a pact he made 
with the devil! (7/0-810993-53-8) (C: 0-1-2) HC, 9x10, 128pgs, FC SRP: $22.95  



$19.95 DC COMICS GUIDE TO WRITING COMICS TP  

by Dennis O'Neil A living legend in the comics industry, author Dennis O'Neil reveals the inside 
tricks and no-fail techniques for comic book storytelling. In the DC Comics Guide to Writing 
Comics, he covers the various methods of writing scripts, procedures for developing a story 
structure, building subplots, creating well-rounded characters, and much more, including 
guidelines for writing proposals to editors that command attention and get results. (356/0-8230-
1027-9) (STAR13604) (C: 0-1-0) SC, 7x10, 128pgs, B&W SRP: $19.95  

$9.99 STEPHEN KING ON WRITING MMPB  

by Stephen King Brash, fun, insightful, and never pretentious, On Writing takes readers into the 
mind of master storyteller Stephen King as he blends a revealing memoir with invaluable writing 
advice. From his early years of struggle through his mainstream success and to the tragic 
accident that nearly took his life, King relates the daily process of practiced creativity that has 
guided him. (248/1-4165-4986-2) (C: 0-1-2) NOTE: This item may be available through other 
retail outlets before shipping to comic book specialty shops. SC, 5x7, 400pgs, B&W SRP: $9.99- 
Here's the thing, you can't always hit it out the park. But there is a reason that Stephen 
King is the most famous author on the planet, and it's because of:  

 a/his output which is the stuff of legend and   

b/his quality.  

I am not the biggest Stephen King fan, but when he is at the top of his game, there is no 
better storyteller. I still consider his IT the finest novel of horror, so who better to 
instruct would be writers... on writing.    



$14.95 MODERN MASTERS VOL 12 MICHAEL GOLDEN SC  

by Eric Nolen-Weathington & Michael Golden Simply put, Michael Golden is one of the most 
respected and influential artists working in the comic book industry today. From Bucky O'Hare 
and Dr. Strange to his groundbreaking work for The 'Nam, he has shown the ability to adapt his 
unique style to any genre, with amazing results. Penciler, inker, colorist, writer, Michael Golden is 
the "complete" artist, and during his career has served as Art Director for Marvel Comics and 
Editor for DC Comics. Now, this first-ever look at the artist's life and career presents a cornucopia 
of rare and unseen art from Golden's files, as well as a career-spanning interview, and a deluxe 
color gallery of some of his finest work. SC, 120pgs SRP: $14.95     

MAGAZINES

     

$6.95 ROUGH STUFF #6  

Gain insight into the art of creating comics with never-before-seen pencil pages, sketches, 
layouts, roughs, and unused inked pages from throughout comics history, plus interviews, 
articles, critiques, and more! This issue features an interview with Brian Stelfreeze, who provides 
the cover painting featuring Daredevil and Elektra. An interview with fan-favorite artist Butch 
Guice includes rare, unpublished art from his stellar career. Also, there are extensive galleries of 
art, with commentary by British artist Ian Churchill. Plus, Dave Cockrum, Colleen Doran, behind-
the-scenes of independent comics, and art and comments by Andrew Barr, Brandon Graham, 
and Asaf Hanuka! Lastly, a free preview of Alter Ego #73. (Twomorrows Publishing) (C: 0-1-2) 
Magazine, 100pgs, B&W SRP: $6.95      



AND FINALLY RCR! REVIEWING CURRENT READS!! 

  
Here are reviews of a few titles I recommended for preorder in previous UNDER THE 
RADAR installments, and finally had a chance to read. Here's what I thought of them:    

MADMAN #3 from ATOMIC COMICS- This issue was well mentioned on the podcast circuit 
for its experimental format, basically Mike and Laura Allred using the issue as a tribute to 
artists they admire. Picking it up on that basis alone, I have to say it's a lovely book to flip 
through, to see Allred's homages to various artists, some I catch, most I don't. That visual 
inventiveness may come, however, at the cost of readability. As most of the story comes 
off as gobbledygook-psycho babble, and I give up looking for a narrative, and just dig the 
wacky pictures. So not a satisfying read, but as a visual experiment it's very impressive 
and is spawning imitators. C+.  

SPAWN 166-168 from IMAGE COMICS- Who would have thought that I would be enjoying 
SPAWN, a title I dropped after its first year. But David Hine's 3 part story THE VOICE-
HEARERS manages to be intriguing, rich, horrific, and yet easy to get into, as he tells the 
tale of an apartment complex... where Hell has lease. Hine keeps exposition, and back 
story to a minimum and mostly propels you through the here and now. Artist and EIC (that 
has to be daunting for David Hine, having the artist also be your boss :) ) Brian Haberlin 
managing to  with dark shadows, and black panel borders, make his art style an effective 
complement for David Hine's dark story. Recommended B+.  

SPAWN 169 from IMAGE COMICS- This Voodoo tinged one shot about an old flame of 
SPAWNs, deals with a lot of backstory I'm not privy to, but that aside manages to tell a 
succinct tale. I still get the feeling David Hine, is not quite sure what to do with Spawn, and 
therefore concentrates on the supporting characters. But so far that tact is working for 
him. The series feels a bit like HELLBLAZER when Warren Ellis was writing it, which is to 
say it's really good. Nice final page. B.  
   
FELL 7-8- Warren Ellis' FELL is pretty much a review proof comic. That means every issue 
is so good, that you end up saying the same thing about it over and over again "THAT 
WAS BRILLIANT! LUSH, EVOCATIVE HAUNTING ART! IN 16 PAGES THEY PUT MORE 
CONTENT AND STORY THEN IN WHOLE ARCS OF OTHER BOOKS!"   

You see what I mean. Simply put one of the finest comics currently being published. This 
and CRIMINAL are neck and neck. A+.   

But I have to say issue # 8, even for a series that is consistently excellent... stands out. 
That 3 panel grid Ellis uses throughout, really is effective, and then he creates a climax by 
going to a 9 panel grid followed by a splash. And backed by Templesmith's otherworldly 
art... it just works. Also his backmatter section... worth the price of admission.               



So that's it gals and guys! A look at the comics that will be shipping out to 
your comic stores in October (BUT ONLY IF YOU ORDER THEM THROUGH 
YOUR COMIC STORE by the end of this month, 30 Aug 07). I hope you found 
some interesting things to order, that you would have otherwise missed. I know I 
did.   

Again if you like this PREORDERING PRIMER let people know and I will 
definitely do this more often. And please swing by my Comicspace page at 
http://www.comicspace.com/heroictimes 
If you're a publisher and have items you want me to review or consider, email me 
Heroic Times (HT for short) at heroictimes@care2.com.    

So Thanks for reading and please enjoy!       

http://www.comicspace.com/heroictimes
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